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PICTURE SPOTLIGHT...

Holywell town centre

Hol

ywell — the town

that refusecl to die

LIKE most small towns, Holywell
has faced many challenges in
recent years, such as the loss of
well-paid jobs following the clo-
sure of the Courtaulds factories in
Greenfield and Flint and mass
redundancies at Shotton

Steelworks.

Add to this the combination of
greater mobility as car ownership
became more affordable and the
growth of out-of-town shopping
parks enabling people to shop where
they wanted, and it was a recipe for
disaster for small towns.

The retail core of many did not sur-
vive this shopping revolution leading
to shop closures or once diverse and
thriving high streets being taken over
by charity shops, amusement arcades
and betting shops.

The fact that Holywell did not suc-
cumb to this fate is thanks in no small
part to the foresight of Holywell Town
Council that in 1997 became the first
town in Flintshire and only the third
in Wales to appoint a town centre
manager to try to reverse the decline.

Since then, the number of vacant
shops has decreased and many town
centre buildings have been refur-

bished, thanks to a Flintshire
Council-led regeneration scheme, to
provide a pleasant environment, and
now people shop in Holywell out of
choice.

It’s practical and pretty too with the
town’s floral displays this year win-
ning first place in the annual Wales in
Bloom competition.

Thanks to a vigorous marketing
campaign, tourists who visit St
Winefride’s Holy Well and Greenfield
Valley Heritage Park have also been
encouraged to visit the town centre,
contributing to the viability of town
centre businesses.

More recently, Holywell’s potential
as a shopping centre was recognised
by two of the UK’s biggest retailers
when Tesco and Lidl opened stores in
the town. These stores now attract
shoppers from outlying villages who
also take advantage of the free cus-
tomer parking they offer to visit town
centre shops.

These recent additions, the ability to
shop in a traffic-free environment
and a thriving Thursday street market
are attracting an increasing number
of people to the town and it is rapidly
being recognised not just as a shop-
ping centre, but also a pleasant place
to relax and spend a few hours.
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SIX OF THE

EVERY week the Evening Leader
looks at new products on the
market and advises which ones
we think are the top six in a
particular range. This week it's

back to school bits...

Sports Kit - Retro Football
- £39.95 from
www.iwantoneofthose.com
This replica football isn't just for
show even though the detail is
practically perfect, it really
wants a good kicking. It's
inspired by an era where a
footballer’s success was
measured by the amount of
bruises rather than the size of
his bank balance, and when
jumpers were practically the
only goalposts.

Learn and Lather -
Periodic shower curtain -
£17.95 from
www.firebox.com
Containing the cornerstone of
chemistry, the periodic table is
something many students have
stared at for hours but few have
managed to master. You could
soak up the knowledge
contained on this colourful
shower screen and use it to
improve your grades.

Safety settings - Samsung
U900 - £69.95 pay-as-
you-go from
www.carphonewarehouse
.com

This stylish handset offers
access to all the major social
networking sites, has a 3.2
megapixel camera and a
decent music player too. From a
parent’s perspective, the U200
can be programmed fo block
incoming calls and texts from
up to 10 bothersome numbers

back to
school bits...

BEST

H Crayola pen.

and it sends an automatic text
when lost or stolen, while
pressing the volume key four
times sends an SOS message.

Tips and Tricks - How to
be a huge success - £5.99
from
www.gadgetshop.com

Full of advice and inspiration
from a collection of pop and
political celebrities, sporting
heroes and movie idols.
Guaranteed to get you going in
the early mornings when your
enthusiasm has decided to stay
underneath the duvet.

Digital Jotter - Zpen -
£74.00 from
www.amazon.co.uk

Clip the receiver onto any piece
of paper and start your scribble
with the electric pen element of
this great gadget. When you're
done, plug it info your
computer’s USB port and your
wordage will be transferred
info an altogether more eligible
typeface for you to work with.

Write Retro - Crayola pen
- £5.99 from
www.iwantoneofthose.co
m

These twisttop ballpoints are
inspired by the ever-popular
crayons. Available in six
colours, they can be used at
work to cast your mind back to
simpler times while the office
bore relives his holiday.

B Above, Holywell Park where children can play.

(MHO30808F)
M Left, the view down Old Well Street.

TO ORDER A PICTURE
Simply give
our photosales
department

a call on
01352 707707
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Experzente t/s)eh gﬁts of Holland, Fhmce, Germuny

& Swztzerlaml O a scemnic

Rbine at its auttunnal best.

8 DAYS from £799ppi
Cruise 1: 4-11 October Cruise 2:11-18 October

Our price includes:-

twin berth cabins

Cologne & Dusseldorf

ends in Arnhem.
*Manchester available on 11-

relaxmg cruise on

inc. Flight & Cruise

* Flights from Liverpool or Manchester* Airports to Amsterdam returning
from Basel or Zurich inclusive of all taxes

« 7 nights full board cruising on the 4 star m.p.s. Rembrandt van Rijn in

* Return airport transfers in Holland and Switzerland

+ Coach transfers from river port to city centre during the cruise

+ Luggage handling on and off the cruise ship

+ Ports of call include Strasbourg, Mannheim, Riidesheim, Koblenz,

*Please note that cruise 2, the return downstream cruise, departs from Basel and

18 October 2008 only

Operated by Omega Holidays ABTA V4782 ATOL 6081, Prices based on two people
sharing a twin/double room *Single Supplements apply

For Brochure requests

Tel: 0845 702 3136

or visit: www.traveltimenow.co.uk
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